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4 pae-Aer cunferente was held in Mosciw on 18 Msy 1950 by the writers of
the periciiesl Biobyrichestvo. The sugeastion uf a writers® conference on
problems maised by rexders was made by the editors of the Sourisl and eeconded
by VHITOR (A1i-Union Scieniilic and Technical Society of Power Kngiueers) whick
. commiseionsd MONITOR (Moscow Braneh of VHITOE) to organize the confsrence.
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e Chairsan of the Scientific and Technical Propagarde Committee, P. 1.
Vopsvolin, opsned the mseting with a ghort stetensnt of the chidf problws be-
 form-the confererce ani called attextion to the rasponsibilities of the oldssi
" Fusgian psricdicsl, Elektrichestvo, in training Soviet power engineers and
« | working cub ths chief probiema iu the electrification cf the sconomy of the
" USSR, :
. - Profeesor B. A. Telesher, presideat of HCSTMOB, introduced the next e
spaaker, W edltor of Psktrichestvo, Professor Q. H. Petrov.

‘g‘

Petrov s=id that this meeting with the writers was the logical result of
* 4he 1048 and 1949 conferences of the editorial steff and readsrs ot Moscow,
Kiev, Leningied and Sverdlovak. At all the conferences, the criticsl partiel-
pation of the resdsrs had brought out many problems which ahould be discussed
" and solved by the writers to ald in the futura development of the periodical
. Noth writerc and edltors, he eaid, must constantly consider the views of ths
resdors, since the success of the pericdical depends cn their satisfection.
. Por instance, in aifition to articlesa on gubjects relevant to the gviet econ-
7 oy, watil Tecemtly ¥here bad &iso betn inciutel articlss of Littlilintarest o
. aither bacsuse of their abstrusaness or their eubject matter — to hny but :
* thelw auwthors spd & very limited circle of resders. Zuis, Petrov insisted, . i
amst b stoppeZ. He went on to say that the conferences of 1948 axd 12949 bad .
“moms affect on decreasing the pusber of erticles, but the problem of developing )
" grends snd subjecte which would ircrease subscriptions ant throw 1ight on sd-. i
vanced Soviet thought bas not yet been solved. Nov, ha Baid, at the commencement '
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of the grardiosas work on the rlectrification of the country, this task had an

especially serious aigniPicance., ZFe added that the writers share the Tragnon-
: . Athil ity for 4his task with the editors. The editors kad made one apneal o
; ihe writers on th1s subject on Poge 72 of Elasktrichestve Fo 4 _[1‘9507‘.

Petrov 3314 ke did not mean that the scientific and technical level of tke
articies should be lower, but that they should combine practical and scientific
valves, so thet the reuder could avail himgelf of the results of research and
the calculations contalned in them. Both theoretical and practical englnesrirg

. exticles should be published, but they should be written so as to be easily
: read, and should contain concrete examples of theoretical work.

Petrov concluded by requesting the writers to pay greater attention to the
camposition of their articles, ard %o tale a more active part in discussions ig
Elektrichestvo. Such discussicas would make possible fuller surveys of theoret-
ical a8 yelil as engineering and techaieal problems, including the improvement
of the terminology of electrical engineering. Ee pointed out the desirability
of systematic discussion of the articles by VEITOE, FHe called on the writers
‘o ellninate ail ‘races of groveling bafore the engineering achievenents of
capitalistic courtriss and to reflect e Tully as possible the achievexents of
Soviet science amd enginesring in their own work.

After exyressing his eppreciation of the me2ting aud of Petruv's report,
Professor V. Yu. Lomonosov, Doctor of Technical Science, MEI (Moseow Power En.
gineering Institute), said that he, as cne of the editors, hud unfortunstely,
often encountered various forms of conservatism in soue articles. At times he
&dded, after what seemed superfluous work to establish their conclusions, the
vriters ended their articles with details not necessary for structure of clarity.
Ee said that there wes no reason for inflicting auch complicated etudieg on the
réader, and that formulas were often inderted which cou!d serve uo purpoere,
since they could not be reduced to mmerical expressions. Lomonogov felt that .
there wouid be fewer of these formulas if the writers who were carried svay by
them had to meke calculations according to their own formlas. But he ss.d that y
complicated theoretical vork should not be eliminated even though only a very -~
H linited circle cf resdmrs had a legitimate interest in it. .

B P TN

It might be well, he centinued, to have a small sdition of the periodical
in eddition to th» ugual one, for Yte growing amount of electriecal engineering
material and fmportant theoretical work of great sclent{fic and practical sig-
nificance.

Profescor M. b, Kosgtenko, Correspond ing Member, Academy of Sciences UDsSk,
IPI (Leningrad Folytecknic Tastitute imeni Kelinin) called the sttention of the
meeting to the scmewhat unsatisfactory preparation of avticles by many writers.

them in print, ke added; but they must not furget that not all the material
compiled for dissertations 1s of interest in an article. Professor Kostenko
felt that about 80 pervent or any dissertation should be omitted to make it an
. interesting article for Elektrichastvo » but that the writers seldom realized

i this fact. He explained that the editorial staf? spends a greed desl of time |
i examining the rav meterial in order to extract the data worth publishing. If
they succeed, the article iz then returned to the author for revisiop and it
iz, perheps, only after months that the revritton article can be printed. Then,
the vriter blsmes the cditors and revievers, not himself.

Writars ghould doos 3 wider view of “heir timos ai? of the nature of prob- : i
lems treated in their articles, and should not write for-a narroy cirele of
readers, Kostenko said. He added that revievers should write so that evan 1f
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thy yeader has never read the book he can obtain e general idem of ita content.
- Quite ofzen reviews contained only eritical remarks and gave no complate pio-
P ture of the book criticized, he said.

In esnelusion, Koetenko ssid thet primary organizations of VHITOE should
take part in dtscussions of articles in Elektrichestvo. The best plan would
be for these organizations t5 review the articles. The writer would then in-
prove kis article and deliver it together with the comments of the organizo-
%ions to Blektrichestvo. )

Z. 2. Besmwertayy, Candidate of Technical Science, ("Kommunenergoproyskt"
Trost) urged writers to pay more sttention to writing surveys, whish are ug-
ually inveresting to a wider eircle of readsrs. He also suggested that the ed-
itorial offlce should make sure that a reviewer who asks & vriter to revise his
article should receive the finsl version of the article. Otherwice misunder-
standings ere pcesible. For exrimple, he cited the publication in Elekbrichentw,
Ro b, 1950 of an article by Ye. N. Priklonskly on "Selacting the Nuzbser or
Transformer Substations.” After exsmining the article at the request of the
editorial office. Baaaueriny; made soms suggestions about bringing the article
up to date. The rewritten article was not returced to him. Only when he gaw
it published in issue No b 444 he discover that the article had not becr re-
w=itten along the lines Iindicated. .

‘ Ya. M. Gslonen, Candidate of Technical Science, AXKh /77 imeni Pamfilov, "
k . agreed with the report of the editor and admitted that the writers still had .3 ' i
i great deal to do in perfecting the format of their scientific writings. They
should never forget their readers who imclude scientists, enginsers, and mem-
HER bers of higher technical schools, whc. .

}

oo ... irofessor V. Ya. Rozenfel'd, Doctor of Technical Science MEI, said: "We

i SR authors think of ourselves, when we should be thinking of our resders.” Xt 1s ;
§ of course, he cdded, imponsible to ask a readar who worka in a narrow field :
P (9.8. sutomatic generator comtrol of diesel-elesiric locomotives) to be imter-

3 ested in articles on special subjects like the electrification of rural dis-

{ tricts, or ele: .rical terminoiogy. But it is reasonable to ask that a reader

} " in & 1614 related to the subject of mn article be abie to urderstand it easily,

: Finally, Rozenfel'd said that the value of an article must be welghed by the

editorisl office, and, if, efter suggestions from the reviewsr and the editors, !
bR the article camnot be put in suitable form by the writer, 1t should not be

T prioted. : .

L. B. Qeyler, Doctor of Technical Science (Laboratory of Electric Drives},
sald that al) writers should join in the efforts being made bty the editora of
Elektrichastvo, and also pay nore atfention to the voice of the reader. He
ive many exmmples of unsutisfactory srticles, and showed the urgency of the !
situation by the fact, untlattering to writers and sditors alike, the® issue H
5o I, which had made the well-known appeal to the writers, teemed with articles !
5 of no appsal to readers. Certainly, he raid, the writers should reform, but i
this d1d not lessen the responrsibility of the edit\ozjial staff. )

e
Professor 8. A. Burguchsv MIMESKh (Moscow Inmstitite of Mechanization and
" Electrification of Agriculture) pointed out that the duty of editors was to
aaka thorough examinations of submitted articles and to recommend to the writers
' eonerete methods of lmprovement.

-Ye. E. Priklonskiy, Bngineer, GIAP MKWP (State Institate of the Kitrogen
- Tdwsiry; Einistry of Chemical Industiy), coellad ihs ationtion of uriters +n
problems of the zmational economy which should be considered in engineering end
tachnical articles. He expreased the hope that the editors would have more -
meebings with the writars.
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i Dok Vogeueding MUNTPOE, welcomed the 18ea of & preiimivary survey of ar-
© ticle# vy organizations <L the ssclisty and rameated writers to take the ini-
) tiative in bringing conerete suggestions to organizations to which HONITOE

- woiléi‘glve the proper instructions.

_ Profemsor Y. U. Mil'skteyn, Doetor ~f Technical Science, MGIMIIP (Moscow
State Institute of Messures and Mzasuring Instvuments), proposed that reletions
between writers andl »41tors be betier organized by more raguler meebings. The
‘editors ahould discuss subjects of articles and scientific and techuical prab-
lems with groups of wrikters, he» Rrald.

A. 1. Pyuratenburg - J11ed attention to the exbtrzmely lony tlme reviewers
kepts articles sutmitted to them.

: A, A. Yermiloy, Paentroelektremontazh (Electrical Inszalletion Trust for

! the Central Reglon; expreseed bis gstisfaction with the conference. He empha-

i sized (Xe imporigace G the problems discussed and the nsed of organizing dis-

cusocions in the periodicsi. He suggested inviting specisiists in each fielt to
take part in discusaing articles on their subjects.

JRE

Coucinsions

The writers unanimously supported the appeal of the editora. This was
noted by Professor Petrov in his closing speech. The conference pASSed & resc-

© ‘lution wiating that the problem of fuziher Igprovement of the periodicsl was
" the. jolat responsibility of sd{tors snd writers. Fjegheras of ihe conference ay-
" proved: the initiative of ihe eddtorial stsff of Elsktrichestvo acd the adminis-

- trations of YRITOE and MONTTOE in calling the meeting auA felt that it would be i

LR R A

. adventagecus to arrange parioBic meetinge to dizcuse further improvenents in ;
"% the quality Of ths articles printed. The -suggestion in Prcfesscr Fetrov's re- !
- pork ol the wishes of raeder 1t the four conferences at Moscow, Kiev, Lenin- :
grad, snd Bverdlovak in 1648 snd 1640 ware eccepted as guldes. The conferemce . :

.al¥c approred m&ny criticizms made by readers during pasl jEEIa. It held that :

the basfe conditioms for published articles should be thst they combined sci- o
enbific value with prectical utility for seientific workers, angineers, etc. :

Moreover, accepted articles should bring out recent schievements in science and .

3 " enginsering and advanced procedures in industry and otber branches of Sovlet ! ‘
uo economy. To help shorten the tive before publication and to emsure the great- i
N " agt posaible mumber of up-to-date articles, writers shoald pay strict attention j
%o to the Teghlations of the journal as to the specificaticns for mamscripts aub- :
I mitied to 1t. The conference carled upon =31l writers of future creative work i
- 'to be gzided by the resoiusions ajopted by the conference. i

e ‘A lstter of welcome from Comrade Stalin was received with great eathusiaes,

S " 4 -END -
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